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Th anks for observing the 100th 
Anniversary of Fire Prevention Week 
with us for 2022. Fire Prevention is one 
of the most important ways in which 
we can help keep ourselves, our family 
members, and our neighbors safe from 
fi res. Once a fi re starts, we have a very 
short window in which our eff orts will 
have a positive eff ect on the outcome. Th e 
materials found in our homes today burn 
very quickly and fi res can spread rapidly. 
Consequently, it is very important for 
our citizens to do everything they can to 
make their homes and businesses as safe 
as possible and the men and women of 
Western Lane Fire and EMS Authority are 
here to help you. Our message this year 
is to “Plan, Practice, Be Prepared with a 
Home Fire Escape Plan”. It’s important for 

everyone to plan and practice a home fi re 
escape. Everyone needs to be prepared 
in advance, so that they know what to 
do when the smoke alarm sounds. Given 
that every home is diff erent, every home 
fi re escape plan will also be diff erent. 
Have a plan for everyone in the home. 
Children, older adults, and people with 
disabilities may need assistance to wake 
up and get out. Make sure that someone 
will help them.

To fi nd out more about escape plans, 
smoke alarms, Fire Prevention Week 
programs and activities, please contact 
our offi  ce at (541) 997-3212, info@wlfea.
org or for more general information 
about Fire Prevention Week and “Plan, 
Practice, Be Prepared” visit www.fpw.
org.  

Fire Chief Michael Schick's Message

Prepare
� Install a smoke alarm on every level of the home, including the basement, outside of 

sleeping areas, and inside each bedroom. 
� Make sure everyone in the home knows the sounds of the alarm and what it means if 

they hear three beeps. 
� Walk through the home and inspect all possible exits and escape routes. Make sure all 

doors and windows that lead to the outside open easily. 
� Make sure street numbers outside your home can easily be seen, both day and night.
� Create a routine of ensuring escape routes are clear of tripping hazards or potential 

obstacles before going to sleep each night. 
� Sleeping with the door closed slows the spread of smoke, heat, and fire.  

Plan
� Involve all members of the home. 
� Draw a map of each level of the home, showing all doors and windows. 
� When possible, identify two ways out of every room and two ways out of your home.
� Teach children to escape on their own in case an adult cannot get to them. Make sure 

they can open windows, remove screens, and unlock doors. 
� Plan for everyone in the home, including those who are unable to exit on their own, 

including babies, older adults, and individuals with disabilities. 
� Identify an outside meeting place in the front of the home at a safe distance, something 

permanent such as a tree or mailbox. Make sure everyone knows where the meeting 
place is and to go there if they hear the smoke alarm.

� Ensure everyone knows how to call 9-1-1 from a mobile phone or trusted neighbor’s 
phone and that they know the address of the home.  

Practice
� Push the smoke alarm to start the drill.
� Encourage everyone to get low under smoke and get out as quickly as possible. 
� Try to get everyone out of the home in two minutes or less. Consider having a timer 

available to see how long it takes to escape.
� Practice using different ways out.
� Remind everyone to close doors behind them as they leave.
� Go to the outside meeting place.
� In the event of an actual fire, remember to get out quickly and stay out. Never go back 

inside for people, pets, or things.

Fire Prevention Message
Plan, Practice, Be Prepared with a Home Fire Escape Plan

Home fires are burning hotter and faster, leaving as little as two minutes for people to 
escape. Having a plan and practicing it often can make a lifesaving difference.  
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Talking Points 

Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 

Cooking 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 

where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 
 

Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement. 
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 

and knows how to respond. 
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Fire Restrictions
During fire season, the advertised fire restrictions can be hard to follow, and keeping track of the changes can be cumbersome. Siuslaw Valley Fire 
& Rescue (SVFR) will make the information easily accessible. You can go to www.svfr.org and go to our Face-book page for fire restriction updates. 
The gauge at the top of the page will tell you the level we are in and the columns will give you the restrictions in place by the Oregon Department 
of Forestry (ODF), the restrictions have been adopted by SVFR, and are enforced by ODF. (541)-935-2222 is a recorded message with current fire 
danger levels. Historically, burn season is from June 15th through October 15th, this can change based on conditions. Burn season is regulated 
through Lane Reginal Air Protection Agency (LRAPA). You can call the outdoor burning advisory line daily during burn season at 541-997-1757 this 
is a recorded message.

Wildfires in Oregon continue to be a 
devastating issue for all of us. Even if we 
don’t have a wildland fire close to us the 
smoke and ash from a fire can travel 
hundreds of miles and impact us 
through poor visibility and air quality. 
Once again firefighters from all over 
Oregon and the Pacific Northwest have 
been very active in battling those fire 
which have erupted this summer. Not 
only firefighters but many others have 
provided relief, assistance, coordination, 
and support. We are all in this together 
and everyone can make a difference. 
Nearly 85 per cent of wildland fires in 
the U.S. are human caused; unattended 

campfires, debris burning, equip-
ment use and malfunction, discard-
ed cigarettes, and intentionally set 
fires. The number one cause of 
Oregon wildfires is directly legal 
and illegal debris burning. 
Wildfire is a growing concern and 
this topic has many people con-
cerned and even frightened. I can 
say with some of the higher dry 
temperatures in our local area we have 
changed fire restrictions rapidly. 
Monitoring these fire restrictions as they 
are updated can be difficult. We are 
updating this information as soon as 
possible and making it easily accessible. 

You can go to our website www.svfr.org 
scroll to the bottom of the home page 
and click on the fire restrictions tab. For 
more of a personal touch, we are also 
available for information by phone or an 
in home/site evaluation. To set up an 
appointment call (541) 997-3212.  

Wildfire Awareness
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Talking Points 

Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 

Cooking 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 

where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 
 

Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement. 
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 

and knows how to respond. 

 

 

 

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK - OCTOBER 9-15, 2022

AWARENESS • SAFET Y • PREVENTION THROUGH EDUCATION



WEDNESDAY, October 12, 2022  |  3

Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue Board of Directors

Alan Burns

Director

coAsT InsUrAnce serVIces Inc
777 Maple Street (Across from Post office)  • 541-997-3455

Sam Spayd

Director

HeceTa Self STorage 
87632 Hwy. 101 • 541-997-9702

Jim Palisi

Director

Torex Inc. ATV renTAls
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Administrative Staff
Michael Schick

Fire & EMS Chief

florence PHarmacy
2935 Hwy 101 • 541-902-9966

Matt House

Deputy Chief

florence rv 
4390 Highway 101 • 541-997-8287

Dina McClure

Office Manager

BIG BoY
Siuslaw News

Mary Dimon

Admin Staff

Torex Inc. ATV renTAls
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Lara Lindemann

Admin Staff

olD ScHool furniTure
1550 6th Street • 541-997-9424

Holly Lais

Admin Staff & 
Firefighter

DarlingS marina & reSorT
4879 Darlings Loop • 541-997-2841

Career Personnel
Captain
Andy Gray

Firefighter

Torex Inc. ATV renTAls
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Lieutenant
Kyle Orozco

Firefighter/
Paramedic 

ÄrTÊfacTS
1255 Bay Street • 541-991-3322

Pablo Crescioni

Firefighter

DarlingS marina & reSorT
4879 Darlings Loop • 541-997-2841

Nick Terrell

Firefighter

Torex Inc. ATV renTAls
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Tim Mendolia

Director

ray WellS, inc.
1770 Laurel Place • 541-997-3499

Laurie Heppel

Director

WeST coaST real eSTaTe ServiceS
1870 Hwy. 126 • 541-997-7653

Lieutenant
Blair Campbell

Firefighter

SaW SHoP florence
1550 6th Street • 541-997-2653

Colten Griswold

Firefighter/
Paramedic

fTS comPuTer rePair
1255 Bay Street (Old Town) • 541-991-3705

Sky Cedarleaf-Grey

Firefighter

cHeveuX Salon  
1845 Highway 126 Suite G • 541-997-3160

Don Quinn, Jr.

Firefighter

gooDman’S floor covering, inc.
394 Kingwood Street • 541-997-1080

Tommy Supple

Firefighter

JERRY’S PLACE
88274 Rhododendron Drive • 541-997-3815

Captain 
Ronnie Pearson

Firefighter/
Paramedic

LES SCHWAB
4325 Highway 101 • 541-997-7178

Rob Chance

Training Division 
Chief

Torex Inc. ATV renTAls
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Ali Gharib

Firefighter/
Paramedic

FIRST COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION
2077 Highway 101 • 541-902-9599

Zach Werner

Firefighter/
Paramedic

FLORENCE HEATING & SHEET METAL
1645 Kingwood • 541-997-2422
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VOLUNTEER & PART-TIME FIREFIGHTERS

Jerry Ward

Lieutenant

Sila Juicery
Coming soon to Florence

Shannon Curry

Lieutenant

Del PHelPS – BerKSHire HaTHaWay
1875 Hwy 101 • 541-991-7787

Marlo Rivas

Firefighter

coaSTal Home ServiceS
Florence •  541-590-7027 CCB#221760

Michael Williams

Firefighter

DarlingS marina & reSorT
4879 Darlings Loop • 541-997-2841

Oaren Wraye

Firefighter

True value HarDWare
1750 Hwy. 126 • 541-997-8024

Brandon 
Sutherland

Firefighter

lofy conSTrucTion llc
Florence •  541-590-3691 CCB#221760

Colin Joyce

Firefighter

oregon Pacific BanK
1355 Hwy 101 • 541-997-7121

Ruben Navarro

Firefighter

WeST lane 90X30
541-590-0779

Andrew Jeffords

Firefighter

KiTcHen KluTTer
1258 Bay St • 541-997-6060

Dave Beck

Retired Batallion 
Chief

ON SPOT SECURITY
onspotsecurity@hotmail.com • 541-999-1492

Cris Holden

Captain

VIKING PLUMBING
1732 Laurel Way • 541-999-7174 • CCB#220515

Doug Barrett

Captain

ROSA’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT
2825 Highway 101 • 541-997-1144

Liz Bush Iabichello

Retired Captain

HeceTa Self STorage 
87632 Hwy. 101 • 541-997-9702

Terry Madden

Captain

Torex Inc. ATV renTAls
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

David Quinn

Firefighter

WeSTern lane fire & emS auTHoriTy
2625 Highway 101 • (541) 997-3212

Justin Mack

FireFighter

THree riverS caSino
5647 Highway 126, Florence • 541-997-7529

Nick Helvey

Firefighter

croSS roaD aSSemBly of goD
1380 10th St, • (541) 997-3533

Randy Thomas

Firefighter

SiuSlaW neWS
148 Maple Street • 541-997-3441

Caleb
 Van Winkle

Firefighter

aloHa PeT
1751 12th Street • 541-997-2726

Dustin Pearson

Reserve Firefighter

THE GIRLS MAINTENANCE
Florence • 541-590-0283

Doug Unrein

Firefighter/
Paramedic

AMERICAN MARKET
87764 Highway 101 and 2515 Highway 101

541-997-8855, 541-997-5360

Kylee Wiser

Firefighter/
Paramedic

SIUSLAW SCHOOL DISTRICT
2111 Oak Street • 541-997-2651

Career Personnel (cont.)
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Talking Points 

Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 

Cooking 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 

where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 
 

Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement. 
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 

and knows how to respond. 
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Talking Points 

Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 

Cooking 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 

where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 
 

Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement. 
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 

and knows how to respond. 
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MAKE A HOME ESCAPE PLAN. 
Draw a map of each level of your home. 

Show all doors and windows. 

Go to each room and point to the two ways out. 

Practice the plan with everyone in your household.
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Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 
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• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 

where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 
 

Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 
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• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 

and knows how to respond. 
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For fire safety tips, visit firepreventionweek.org and sparky.org
Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA. ©2021 National Fire Protection Association®

FIRE
PREVENTION
WEEK™

The Family’s Home Safety Action Plan

ACTION #1
Make the first Saturday of each month “Smoke Alarm Saturday”!
A working smoke alarm will clue you in that there is a fire and you need to escape. Fire moves fast.
You and your family could have only minutes to get out safely once the smoke alarm sounds.

• Smoke alarms should be installed in every sleeping room, outside each sleeping area, and on every 
level of the home, including the basement.

• Test all of your smoke alarms by pushing the test button. If it makes a loud beep, beep, beep sound, you 
know it’s working. If there is no sound or the sound is low, it’s time to replace the battery.

  If the smoke alarm is older than 10 years old, you need to replace the whole unit.
• If your smoke alarm makes a “chirp,” that means it needs a new battery. Change the

  battery right away. 
• Make sure everyone in the home knows the sound of the alarm and what to do

  when it sounds. (See ACTION #2.)

ACTION #2
Develop a home fire escape plan and practice it at least twice a year!
Having a home fire escape plan will make sure everyone knows what to do when the
smoke alarm sounds so they can get out safely.

 • Draw a map of your home, marking two ways out of each room, including windows and doors.
• Children, older adults, and people with disabilities may need assistance to wake up and get out.

  Make sure they are part of the plan. 
• Make sure all escape routes are clear and that doors and windows open easily.
• Pick an outside meeting place (something permanent like a neighbor’s house, a light post,

  mailbox, or stop sign) that is a safe distance in front of your home where everyone can meet.
• Everyone in the home should know the fire department’s emergency number and

  how to call once they are safely outside. 
• Practice! Practice! Practice! Practice day and nighttime

  home fire drills. Share your home escape plans with
  overnight guests.

REMEMBER: 
When You Hear a Beep, Get On Your Feet! 
Get out and stay out. Call 9-1-1 from your outside meeting place.

Hear a Chirp, Make a Change!
A chirping alarm needs attention. Replace the batteries or the entire alarm if
it is older than 10 years old. If you don’t remember how old it is, replace it.

PLAN, PRACTICE, BE PREPARED
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EscapeEscape

Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your 
home, you may have only a few minutes 
to get out safely once the smoke alarm 
sounds. Everyone needs to know what to 
do and where to go if there is a fire.

PlanningPlanning

• A closed door may slow the 
spread of smoke, heat, and fire. 
Install smoke alarms inside every 
sleeping room and outside each 
separate sleeping area. Install 
alarms on every level of the 
home. Smoke alarms should be 
interconnected. When one smoke 
alarm sounds, they all sound. 

• According to an NFPA survey, 
only one of every three
American households have 
actually developed and practiced 
a home fire escape plan.

• While 71% of Americans have an 
escape plan in case of a fire, only 
47% of those have practiced it.

• One-third of American 
households who made an 
estimate thought they would 
have at least 6 minutes before a 
fire in their home would become 
life-threatening. The time 
available is often less. And only
8% said their first thought on 
hearing a smoke alarm would
be to get out!
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Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA®. ©NFPA 2019

Visit Sparky.org
for more activities!

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK™

NFPA® — The O cial Sponsor of Fire Prevention Week Since 1922

Sample Escape Plan
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CLOSET

LIVING
ROOM

KITCHEN

BATHROOM

BATHROOM

MASTER BEDROOM

 BEDROOM 2

 BEDROOM 1

BATHROOM

LANDING

1st FLOOR 2nd FLOOR

Draw a map of your home. Show all doors and windows.

Visit each room. Find two ways out.

All windows and doors should open easily. You should be able to use them to get outside.

Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Push the test button to make sure each alarm is working.

Pick a meeting place outside. It should be in front of your home. Everyone will meet at the
meeting place.

Make sure your house or building number can be seen from the street.

Talk about your plan with everyone in your home.

Learn the emergency phone number for your fire department.

Practice your home fire drill!

Make your own home fire escape plan using the grid provided on page 2.

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 
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Talking Points 

Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 

Cooking 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 

where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 
 

Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement. 
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 

and knows how to respond. 
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